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During the tornadoes last week, my wife, child and I hunkered down in our master bedroom walk-in closet, which is just large enough for three
human belngs and two small pets.

Occasionally, the door was left ajar so that we could keep up with the tornado’s latest path.
Above us, we could hear the swirflng winds and peunding raie.

We have taken shelter many Hmes before In the same fashlon. Having grown up In "Ternado altey,” | am wefl acquainted with the power and
potentlal devastation of each storm.

Each time we have been mercitully spared from harm, and for that we are grateful.

However, for hundraeds of people In the small Misslsslppt towa of Smithville, and fater In towns across Alebama and four other states, the storm
ripped apart their flves,

The town of Smithville exists ne more, The police statlon, supermarket, city hall and scores of homes are literally gene with the wind,
Many residents are pondering whether they shoufd return and rebuild or pull up stakes and move elsewhere.
Hopefully, they will return and begin the slow process of rebullding thelr shattered lives and homes.

In true Mississlppi tradition, shelters set up around Smithville are empty because so many friends and nelghbors have opened up thelr own homes as
a place where these storm weary victims can find shelter.

Many readers have asked if there Is a way they can hefp these victims In Smithvllte and those Individuals who are suffering in Alabama.

Alyssa Caligaris, a 2009 graduate of Hernando High Schoel and a sophormore at the University of Alabama fn Tuscaleosa, has spent the past few days
collecting ikems for vickims in that state,

Area churches and schools have donated items which will be distributed te those In need.

The Community Foundaticn of Northwest Misslssippl and Volunteer Northwest Mississippi officlals are also helping to spearhead the effort o assist
victims of the ternadoes.

Rernando City Hail, 475 West Commerce Streei, has bean deslgnated as a drop-off location for donations for the Town of Smithville,

Residents are in dire need of such lkemns as duct tape, Gatorade, work gloves, baby wipes, permanent markers, schoal supplies, laundry detergent,
tarps, hand sanltizer, tollet paper, paper napkins, sunscreen, farge garbage bags, sugar free julces, bath towels and cloths,

Items may be dropped off this week between the hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m,

Additionalty, items may be donated at Southaven City Hall, 8710 Northwest Drive In Scuthaven,
As I write this column, the sky is as blue as a robin’s egg.

However, as with much of the storms In life it can alf turn on a dime.

With every passing day, 1 am reminded it coufd have been us.

Robert Lee Long is communlty edltor for the DeSoto Times-Tribune.
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